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Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News],
you order something up. You’re getting paid
too much money anyway.

Q. I’ll have a bite of your cheeseburger.
How’s that?

Q. Sir, did the sign make you decide to
come inside?

The President. What did it say?
Q. Did the sign outside make you decide

to stop?
The President. I didn’t see it. What did

it say?
Q. It said, ‘‘George and Laura, come by.’’

Agriculture Economic Assistance Bill

The President. No. What made me de-
cide to stop was the wonderful people who
own the place—and the cheeseburger.
[Laughter]

One of the things that I’m talking about
here is how hard it is for a lot of these farmers
to make a living. And one of the things about
the farm program that we’ve got to make sure
happens is that when there’s emergency aid,
like the bill I’m going to sign here next week,
it gets to the farmers who are farming.

A lot of times that money goes to people
who aren’t farmers. We want to make sure
it goes to help the farmers who are actually
farming the land. There’s a lot of medium-
sized farmers that need help, and one of the
things that we’re going to make sure of as
we restructure the farm program next year
is that the money goes to the people it’s
meant to help.

I’m also going to tell them that part of the
supplemental—some folks tried to increase
the supplemental, but that money wasn’t
going to the farmers. The extra money they
tried to put on that would have busted the
budget wasn’t going to farmers; it was going
to other matters. And what I’m interested
in is, giving payments to the people that, like
the corn farmers here at the table, that are
working hard to make a living.

Having said that, now we can eat. [Laugh-
ter]

President’s Vacation
Q. [Inaudible]—are you going running this

afternoon?

The President. I’m not going to run today,
but I’ll get you out there one of these days.
I’m not going to run today.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:40 a.m. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Statement on the Death
of Maureen Reagan
August 8, 2001

Laura and I are deeply saddened to learn
of Maureen Reagan’s death. Maureen was a
devoted, caring daughter and mother. She
fought tirelessly to increase funding for
Alzheimer’s research and raise public aware-
ness of the disease. Our thoughts and prayers
are with Maureen’s husband, Dennis, their
daughter, Rita, and the entire family.

Statement on the Terrorist Bombing
in Jerusalem
August 9, 2001

I deplore and strongly condemn the ter-
rorist bombing in downtown Jerusalem
today. My heartfelt sympathies and those of
the American people are with the victims of
this terrible tragedy and their families.

Nothing is gained through cowardly acts
such as this. The deliberate murder of inno-
cent civilians is abhorrent to all, a threat to
peace, and inconsistent with the parties’
signed agreements to put aside violence. Pal-
estinian Authority Chairman Arafat must
condemn this horrific terrorist attack, act
now to arrest and bring to justice those re-
sponsible, and take immediate, sustained ac-
tion to prevent future terrorist attacks.

I urge the parties to return immediately
to the cease-fire commitments they have pre-
viously made and to renew effective security
cooperation so this kind of terrorism will not
happen again. The United States stands
ready to assist the parties in this effort, as
it has in the past, but the effort must begin
with the parties acting to fulfill their obliga-
tions under the Tenet work plan.

The United States remains committed to
implementation in all its elements of the
Mitchell Committee Report, which provides
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a path to return to peace negotiations based
on United Nations Security Council Resolu-
tions 242, 338, and the Madrid Conference.
To get to Mitchell, the parties need to re-
sume effective security cooperation and work
together to stop terrorism and violence.

I call upon the leaders of the Palestinian
Authority and Israel to demonstrate foresight
and responsibility by choosing the path to-
ward a better future for their people.

Address to the Nation on Stem Cell
Research From Crawford, Texas
August 9, 2001

Good evening. I appreciate you giving me
a few minutes of your time tonight so I can
discuss with you a complex and difficult
issue, an issue that is one of the most pro-
found of our time.

The issue of research involving stem cells
derived from human embryos is increasingly
the subject of a national debate and dinner
table discussions. The issue is confronted
every day in laboratories as scientists ponder
the ethical ramifications of their work. It is
agonized over by parents and many couples
as they try to have children or to save chil-
dren already born. The issue is debated with-
in the church, with people of different faiths,
even many of the same faith, coming to dif-
ferent conclusions. Many people are finding
that the more they know about stem cell re-
search, the less certain they are about the
right ethical and moral conclusions.

My administration must decide whether to
allow Federal funds, your tax dollars, to be
used for scientific research on stem cells de-
rived from human embryos. A large number
of these embryos already exist. They are the
product of a process called in vitro fertiliza-
tion, which helps so many couples conceive
children. When doctors match sperm and
egg to create life outside the womb, they usu-
ally produce more embryos than are im-
planted in the mother. Once a couple suc-
cessfully has children, or if they are unsuc-
cessful, the additional embryos remain frozen
in laboratories. Some will not survive during
long storage; others are destroyed. A number
have been donated to science and used to
create privately funded stem cell lines. And

a few have been implanted in an adoptive
mother and born and are today healthy chil-
dren.

Based on preliminary work that has been
privately funded, scientists believe further
research using stem cells offers great promise
that could help improve the lives of those
who suffer from many terrible diseases, from
juvenile diabetes to Alzheimer’s, from Par-
kinson’s to spinal cord injuries. And while sci-
entists admit they are not yet certain, they
believe stem cells derived from embryos have
unique potential.

You should also know that stem cells can
be derived from sources other than embryos,
from adult cells, from umbilical cords that
are discarded after babies are born, from
human placentas. And many scientists feel
research on these types of stem cells is also
promising. Many patients suffering from a
range of diseases are already being helped
with treatments developed from adult stem
cells. However, most scientists, at least today,
believe that research on embryonic stem cells
offer the most promise because these cells
have the potential to develop in all of the
tissues in the body.

Scientists further believe that rapid
progress in this research will come only with
Federal funds. Federal dollars help attract
the best and brightest scientists. They ensure
new discoveries are widely shared at the larg-
est number of research facilities and that the
research is directed toward the greatest pub-
lic good.

The United States has a long and proud
record of leading the world toward advances
in science and medicine that improve human
life. And the United States has a long and
proud record of upholding the highest stand-
ards of ethics as we expand the limits of
science and knowledge. Research on embry-
onic stem cells raises profound ethical ques-
tions, because extracting the stem cell de-
stroys the embryo and thus destroys its po-
tential for life. Like a snowflake, each of
these embryos is unique, with the unique ge-
netic potential of an individual human being.

As I thought through this issue, I kept re-
turning to two fundamental questions: First,
are these frozen embryos human life and,
therefore, something precious to be pro-
tected? And second, if they’re going to be
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